other, the work at the head of this article will have a wide circulation, and will gratify the curiosity of a large circle of readers. It is hardly to be expected, however, that the perusal of this splendid volume will afford unfixed and universal delight. No man ever rose to the pinnacle of fame, eyen in the most useful sciences, without drawing upon himself the envy, or even the hatred of some of his contemporaries. The enemies of the illustrious dead will not relish the praise which may be justly accorded to their departed rival; while the ardent friends or idolators of the deceased, Will He was remarkable for the rapidity with which he could skim over a book, and yet be able to give a very good account of it; such was the quickness of his perception and the tenacity of his memory. The " Pilgrim's Progress" was the work which attracted most the attention of the young philosopher. He next studied history, and became a great lover of the marvellous, amusing himself and his school-fellows with the composition as well as the recital of tales of wonder. When thundering to the shafts, it converts the mine, as it were, into a gigantic piece of artillery, and wastes its fury in a discharge of thick clouds of coal-dust, stones, and timber, together with the limbs and mangled bodies of men and horses ! All the stopping3 and trap-doors of the mines being blown down by the violence of the concussion, and the atmospheric current being entirely excluded from the work- It is well calculated to harrow up the feelings, and judiciously?perhaps artfully, brought forward to enhance the value of the safety-lamp, which is next introduced to the reader's notice.
^V"e need not dwell on the mechanism and rationale of the Safety-lamp, both of which are well known to all our readers. We agree with the eloquent biographer, that the invention of this lamp The private letters of a man often disclose his character more than formal publications. In respect to the extracts, those from " Consolations of Travel," or the last words of a philosopher, exhibit a nearer insight into the thoughts of the author than any of his scientific productions, and their insertion in a biography is more excusable.
